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Please edit the sample letter to suit your circumstances	       Your Company headed paper or contact address. 
Delete as appropriate.                                                                                  Remember to include an email and telephone  
                                    contact direct to you.

Local MP’s Name
Address
[You can find your local MP here: https://members.parliament.uk/constituencies/
The entry will tell you which address to write to, email contact address and how to address the MP in writing]


Date: 28 September 2020

Dear Name of MP

I work within the business events, accommodation and meetings sector which sits within the remit of DCMS, and contributes £31.2billion to the overall £70billion UK events sector.  UK events are the catalyst and platform for economic growth for all other industries, and to date, we have proudly provided a world class offering.

Last week at the government’s announcement; it was outlined that the start date for conferences and exhibitions has been paused. This has resulted in an immediate deluge of cancellations of future business events and meetings.  Couple that with the message to corporate and public organisations that their employees should continue to work from home, and there is little hope that even smaller meetings and training will take place either, along with the fact that Christmas parties cannot be held this year.

We are now in the situation that many previously successful and thriving businesses in our sector have received no income for the past 6 months and are facing a further 6 – 9 months without a pipeline.  Despite the Job Retention Scheme, hospitality grants and other earlier interventions, our businesses have depleted their cash reserves in an effort to save companies and staff, yet we are seeing over 40% of our workforce has already been lost or is facing imminent redundancy. Our industry employed circa 700K.

The Chancellor has now announced additional financial support measures which, whilst certainly a step in the right direction, do not go far enough to help us.  The Job Support Scheme doesn’t work if we have no income and no work and whilst removing interest from outstanding loans and tax bills is welcomed, we cannot take on more debt.

The business events, accommodation and meetings sector are fighting for our survival and urgently require additional and specific government support, now. We ask for your acknowledgement and urgent action on the following points to ensure our industry has a future: -

· The Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme was undoubtedly a lifeline for all employers in our sector, but the new Job Support Scheme will only help those companies that have the income to make the necessary contributions.  For those business which are already down to minimum staffing levels, with no prospect of income, the scheme is not viable:  we need another, specific intervention to support us through to the end of March when we hope to see the return of large events and exhibitions.
· Recommend a business grant  is made available in England, similar to that offered to events industry companies by Scottish government ( see https://www.visitscotland.org/events/funding/coronavirus-support-fund
· Press MHCLG to provide guidance to local authorities to recognise B2B suppliers in our sector as being eligible for rates business relief. 
· Provide specific support for directors of microbusinesses which are limited companies that have paid corporation tax, VAT and personal income tax as required by HMRC, and yet whose only options have been to furlough  themselves on a  low payment basis or to seek benefits 
· Support us in developing a Standard Industry Classification Code for the events industry which will provide us with an identity and recognition for our contribution to the economy.


												         /cont …





We are members of/supported by HBAA (Hotel Bookings Agents Association, company registration number 03442834),  a trade body whose UK based agency and venue members work in the specialised area of managing and operating corporate and public sector events, meetings and accommodation bookings. 

There is no question that our sector was one of the first to be impacted by the lockdown.  From the information stated in this letter, it must be apparent to you that we will certainly be one of the last to recover. 

We respect that these are unprecedented and difficult times, and we appreciate the landscape is changing rapidly. Our sector is vital to the recovery of ALL industries and collectively we make a huge contribution to the UK economy. However, if we do not get more financial support from the Government we will not exist. 

Please add your voice to those MPs who are supporting us by raising these issues in debates, letters, live questions.

Please represent our local concerns at a national level and ensure that the business events, accommodation and meetings sector is not forgotten.

I look forward to your response.

[bookmark: _Hlk41479612]Yours sincerely 



(Name)
(Job title)

Add all or any of the following 
CC: 	
· Rt Hon Rishi Sunak MP - Chancellor.  Contact details here
· Rt Hon Alok Sharma - Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy. Contact details here
· Nigel Huddleston MP- Assistant Government Whip and Parliamentary Under Secretary of State (Minister for Sport, Tourism and Heritage),Contact details can be found here
